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Collaborative art projects and the roles of communication:
A research analysis of intercultural classrooms at Japan Institute
of the Moving Image

Moriuchi Eiko

[Abstract]

There were 279,597 overseas students in Japan in 2020, of which 218,783
- a little over a 78 percent - were enrolled in higher education. The Japan
Institute of the Moving Image (Kanagawa, Japan), a film school offering
four-year bachelor’s degree courses, has seen a rapid increase in the number
of overseas students over the past five years. When the overseas student
number reached 40 percent of the total, there emerged a historically new
intercultural environment in the classroom, where both overseas and
domestic students participated in the collaborative and creative tasks of
filmmaking for the first time in their lives.

The focus of this research was a first-year compulsory subject entitled
“Ningen sogo kenkyu”, an intensive practical class involving group work
in the making of a documentary about one person of their choice outside
the university. The main topic of the present paper is to explore students’
perceptions of where they find communication difficulties during this eight-
week period of intense intercultural and interlingual collaboration. Students
from years 2018, 2019, and 2020 responded a questionnaire after completing
a final presentation of their work. The methods employed to analyze the
collected data were a combination of quantitative analysis for responses
to multiple-choice questions and qualitative analysis in the case of freely
written answers to a question about perceptions of the causes of difficulties
they faced during group work.

The data show that there was a significant divide between the Japanese
native speakers and those who are learning Japanese. The former
demonstrated a strong desire to reach consensus during group discussions.
When unable to do so, these students found it hard to enjoy the intercultural
and interlingual environment, and hence found it challenging to accept

diversity. This group focused on the group dynamic as the main problem.
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The latter group members (learners of Japanese), in contrast, tended to
focus on their own language skills as the cause of difficulties. This group
essentially blamed themselves for difficulties during group work.

Based on my analysis of the data, I discuss possible ways in which we can
assist students to improve their experience of intercultural collaboration in

the classroom and beyond.
[Keywords]

collaborative creative arts, group discussion, Japanese native speakers,

learners of Japanese, corporeality (body language)
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