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Transnational Movement Rights and the "Nationality" of
Zainichi Korean: From the Survey for Korean School Graduates

HAN, Tong-hyon

[Abstract]

This paper focuses on Zainichi Korean (Koreans in Japan) who are in the
status of “Chosen-seki” under the residence management system in Japan,
and examines their motivation for “(not) choosing their nationality” from the
perspective of “transnational movement rights.” For “Chosen-seki” Zainichi
Korean, who have virtually no nationality, their movement across borders
is extremely difficult. Under these circumstances, the acquisition of Korean
nationality by “Chosen-seki” Zainichi Korean is said to have increased in the
2000s. The hypothesis of this paper is that the reason for the acquisition of
Korean nationality is not related to ideological beliefs or identity issues, as
is commonly said, but movement across borders (in considerable number
of cases to a third country rather than South Korea where most of them
have their roots). In order to verify this hypothesis, I approached those who
changed from “Chosen-seki” to Korean nationality since the 1980s when
movement across borders began to be popular in Japanese society, and
conducted a quantitative survey using a questionnaire for Korean school
graduates, a high proportion of whom are thought to have / have had
“Chosen-seki”.

This survey confirmed that the change from “Chosen-seki” to Korean
nationality was popular among Zainichi Korean, and this change was
concentrated in the 2000s. It was also found that, although there are some
generational differences, the main reason for the change is movement
across borders (in considerable number of cases to a third country rather
than South Korea), and the main purpose is sightseeing. It follows that the
reason for the change of “nationality” (acquisition of Korean nationality) is
not related to ideological beliefs or identity issues, but to the more pragmatic
freedom of movement. In addition, this survey reveals Korean school

graduates value their origin and community while treating their nationality
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as a tool pragmatically. These results show that the core of the substantial
aspect of citizenship is transnational movement rights, and such aspect of
citizenship as rights and obligations was still inseparable from the formal
aspect of citizenship as “nationality”, which have been said to be fluctuated

and relativized in recent years.
[Keywords]

transnational, movement, nationality, citizenship, Zainichi Korean(Koreans

in Japan), Chosen-seki, Korean School in Japan
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