Academic Framework of Visual Anthropology:
From the Perspective of Theory and Practice.
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[Abstract]

“Globalization” is one of the words that briefly express the present world.
It refers to global phenomenon in which people and materials dynamically
cross the border. Here also visual images are included. In many cases people
and other cultures encounter through visual images and many films dealing
with difficulties that ethnic groups face in globalization are made.

Meanwhile, even in cultural anthropology, which specializes in
intercultural research, they make films dealing with experiences that they
had at research sites where their fieldwork had been continued for many
years. Among them are works such as Harvard Sensory Ethnographic
Laboratory, screened at international film festivals and highly valued. In this
way, films and cultural anthropology are sharing interests and approaching
each other.

With this background, this paper examines how cultural anthropologists
have understood other cultures through visual images within the framework
of review anew preceding studies of visual anthropology. In the present
situation where the boundaries between films and cultural anthropology are
approaching and intersect, the review is important not only for filmmakers
and cultural anthropologist, it is widely useful for people, who daily
encounter and reconcile themselves with other cultures through visual

images.
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