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Refugee Issue in the world and Japan and my personal involvement:
From Cambodia /Indochina refugee in 1980 up to Now
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[Abstract] This article describes a part of the Refugee Issue in the World and Japa-
nese policy through the author's personal involvement in refugee issue and relief activi-
ties since 1980, and his assignment as Refugee Adjudication Counsellor by Justice Minis-
try since 2007.

Japan received a strong impact from big refugees flow from Indochinese countries in
1980, so as to, for the first time after the world war II, directly work with refugees and
their solution, starting with civilian and NGO work to influence governmental policy and
activities, leading ratifying "Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees" in 1981.

After the Indochinese case ended, Japan tried to improve her refugee policy and
process of refugee examining in the country, having received criticism that refugee
status is hardly recognized in the country. In 2005, Japanese Government and Ministry
of Justice decided to introduce the "Refugee Adjudication Counsellor (RAC)" system on
filed appeal by refugee applicants. Refugee Adjudication Counsellor are "appointed from
among academic experts on legal issues or international affairs who can make fair judg-
ments on filed appeals’- It brought some improvement in refugee adjudication system,
though refugee recognition has been very limited and the process takes a long time, an
applicant has to wait more than one year to receive final decision. Now we need clear
definition for refugee status and "special permission of stay" and introduce of the con-
cept of "Complementary Form of Protection” as applied in EU. Also we need full time
teams of RAC to speed up the process for the benefit for applicants.
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