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A Politics of Fantasy
Towards a theoretical basis for discussions of Boys Love
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[Abstract]

The assertion of this essay is that expressions of sexual desire through fantasy are a
politics of utopia that enables us to visualize a liberated form of the world we live in.
Drawing on the work of Judith Butler, I first redefine fantasy from psychoanalytic
points of view, through which I argue that identity is a tentative (and even tenuous)
property in fantasy, and that the nature of reading practices in Boys Love, a type of
pornography and sexual fantasy, demonstrates that it is so. Fantastic narratives and im-
ages do not seek to "represent’ real people, and readers of fantastic narratives do not
find real people in them either. For that reason, the place of the "T" in the act of fantasy
reading occupies a critical place in my discussion. My method is to highlight the self-ef-
facing nature of BL by comparing with a contrasting case I locate in a canonical text of
homosexuality, Confessions of a Mask, in which Yukio Mishima aimed to establish the
presence of a solid, unique, unified, Japanese male Subject.
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Boys Love, Manga, and Beyond: History, Culture, and Communities in Japan (M. McLelland, K.
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12



HABERFLE AT 15

BHEINT VDL, TOFALEERHIEE, BLIEBIT A RELZ ¥ v VORWED, BHE
DFEALETFATI 2T 4 ZRoTePebTRALTEY,, BEUEHB O TEEDOHER
2RIV BN LTV LELDFEEGEHRB I LD DEEFERT 5o
CEITRREZADE [FER] L WIHIBETHDL, RA—T VY —FEKBLOWKFIZB

WTC, [TERMPMIDEHES> TRRELTWE] EWIERPBRIELZIRTWSEZ LI
HEHLE S, MA2MBEsoTRRELTWAES ) FNIHBILIN-B—% 20 [fi
Ml BPHEETHIELEEZHREL TS, 2D ZZTE, HIZIESA DB, LXET YD
7, BUEBOBLREDAT TV —DBEEoTAT VT 4574 LT, HELERSHE
CICHEENLZEREDALZEFFRTEONTVE DT, LPALEVSH. ZOZEMI
TzIZAPOFHLI—VETRLIZIEERVERTH Y., FLIBEBRIKD 5 HEHH
LLMITHENTVWE, ZZWRHIFEZoDr —RIZBWT, WL RSSO
Foigmds, LOICREELEBE L OENZEMICERENATLE > TwD KNS EE
IR ZTWREWwWD S,

7 A 7 HE %&(%Lffxb%&/m&)ﬁﬁﬁfi TAFYTFAT4ERBOL
%%%ﬁ%&%Afi&m L2LEES, TATF VT4 T4 OBEREPEBRTHHI L

O, FNICBDLIAR T T —FTHHEITOI 4 TEHRRPRAMES =X A
iﬁ%kﬁ“u&ﬁ%% GOBELFIEVEL, WKL TEBRNICHEHEIZOR D
EVIHIBREERZ TV, _
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HEEFL, ThEBREORELRBL2DDERRELZoTWAERD LW E, 2L T
FTRTCOLENE S Va7V EWFEOBBHLHEBEICL) I AHOZOIIBETH L,
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REZELTWRW] 25 [D)FTCHEETE L] LI REHZEL, ZhiEBic) 7y
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6 ZBWAR (1925-70). [MKEOEHH] (Fr#gitt. 2003),

7 Butler, "Forces of Fantasy," p490. & Z°C, /St 5 —A3YR#$ 2 DIk, MO EORIL [77 >
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8 Butler, "Forces of Fantasy," p488. [T 7HEL T VA, bITSHETES] V7YF4D
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CIFENB B L ORETARED T 7 v ¥ V—D—BEHG, ZORFLELBELR
SEDEPBRBTHI L VO RBRLEMEEYB LTz, 22 TORRIE, 7—%—IC
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9 Carter, "Polemical Preface: Pornography in the Service of Women," in T#he Sadeian Woman: An
Exercise in Cultural History (London: Virago Press, 2006),p.150*5 D5 |[Ho A— 7 —id 2 ZTd o
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7o HELIZ, TOXRTERZSLE, RBIIWENRTF—3I VT - T—7 4 X MAKRIZ,
ABEShETI—V 2y NeDThHb. ROET, BLEZOHMEHRICT 2720, %
TEOELZLHE—F (i) oWl b,

5. ZEBOF—FIOF 1P XLERETS

XEERBERHICARL L, [HH] LI Vry VdSEREEZHRIRBLODOBRE LA Z
LG hB, HTHZERERD [MRENAEH] & Z0oRFEEMOVEDE L TR
RPTHRINTWBEL, HFAXEFLIELIE, KA FEHolt s v a TV RRENFFEL
THEREER S TVWAEY,. ZEOEAIL. Fh b FAKiZcoming-of-age story (B&R/M.
Bildungsroman) T& V. L#*%comingout story& Z-oT\wWb, EARXIKOERTE
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